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William H. Bowers served in the Army with

the Military Assistance Group overseas.
I salute Commander Bowers for his lifelong

dedication to his fellow soldiers and his com-
munity.
f

HONORING SHERIFF CHARLES A.
FUSELIER, SHERIFF OF THE YEAR

HON. JAMES A. HAYES
OF LOUISIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 15, 1996

Mr. HAYES. Mr. Speaker, when I heard that
my friend of over 25 years was being honored
by the National Sheriff’s Association as Sheriff
of the Year, I was gratified to know that the
national law enforcement community was fi-
nally acknowledging what the citizens of St.
Martin Parish and all of Acadiana have known
for a long time—that Charles August Fuselier
is one of the most effective, top flight sheriffs
in the country.

In his statement, Sheriff Fuselier said he
was ‘‘shocked’’ to learn of his selection by the
National Sheriff’s Association. He should not
have been. Charles Fuselier’s dedication to
public service and the protection of the public
in his rural South Louisiana Parish is unparal-
leled. Like his father before him, Sheriff
Fuselier demonstrates every day total commit-
ment to making St. Martin Parish a safer place
to live, work, and raise a family.

Through his leadership and his work on the
Triad Program, St. Martin Parish became a
testing ground and model for all of America in
preventing crimes against our senior citizens.
The Triad forms a coalition between local
sheriffs, police chiefs, and senior citizens
groups to reduce the victimization and unwar-
ranted fear of crime which disproportionately
plagues senior citizens. By bringing the Triad
concept to life, Sheriff Fuselier has opened up
the lines of communication with seniors in the
community and has made the seniors feel
more comfortable and trusting that their inter-
ests will be protected.

Sheriff Fuselier once told me that he re-
ceived more than a 10-fold return on his in-
vestments using volunteers, who work in his
office 2 to 3 days a week, so that crimes have
been quickly resolved because of greater sen-
ior participation. While in the Congress I may
have worked to ensure Federal involvement in
Triad, but Triad is growing across the country
because of the efforts and devotion of Sheriff
Fuselier. The Triad information network has
the potential to be the cornerstone of future
crime fighting activities within the seniors com-
munity.

I commend the National Sheriff’s Associa-
tion for bestowing my friend with this honor
and congratulate Sheriff Fuselier for the great
achievement of being named ‘‘Sheriff of the
Year.’’
f

HONORING MEL DEARDORFF

HON. BILL BAKER
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, April 15, 1996

Mr. BAKER of California. Mr. Speaker,
America’s firefighters serve on the frontlines of

public safety. Risking their lives and health to
save people at risk, their courage and re-
sourcefulness are the watchwords of their pro-
fession.

No one better typifies the finest traditions of
firefighting than Mel Deardorff. Mel retired re-
cently after 35 years of service in the San
Ramon Valley region, for the last 8 years serv-
ing as fire chief of the San Ramon Valley Fire
Protection District.

Mel helped reduce the Insurance Services
Office rating in the San Ramon region; was in-
fluential in establishing expanded firefighting
services; facilitated a new paramedic program;
added engine company, fire prevention, and
clerical staff; and made many other contribu-
tions to fire safety in the East Bay region of
San Francisco. He was a member of many
professional organizations, including the Inter-
national Association of Fire Chiefs and Califor-
nia Fire Chiefs.

Mel Deardorff was a public servant whose
leadership, commitment, and dedication
helped enable residents of the San Ramon
and Danville, CA communities to go to sleep
knowing that they were in good hands. As a
resident of Danville for 25 years. I am thankful
for all Chief Deardorff has done for my home-
town and the San Ramon Valley region. He
deserves sincere thanks from people through-
out Contra Costa County, and I am pleased to
have this opportunity to recognize him in the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.
f

TRIBUTE TO DR. RICARDO
ALEGRIA

HON. JOSÉ E. SERRANO
OF NEW YORK
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Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
honor that I rise today to pay tribute to a very
distinguished countryman, Dr. Ricardo Alegria,
for his outstanding contributions to the inves-
tigation, preservation, and recognition of the
culture and history of Puerto Rico.

Dr. Alegria, is one of the pioneers who es-
tablished the studies on archaeology, anthro-
pology, and culture of Puerto Rico and the
Caribbean. Yesterday, which was also his
birthday, the Smithsonian Institution awarded
him the Smithsonian Bicentennial Medal for
his great legacy to Puerto Rican culture and
history.

Dr. Alegria is well known as a humble man,
always accessible to the people, and a pro-
found thinker in all his areas of inquiry. He is
internationally recognized as the most distin-
guished Latin American in the field of preser-
vation of historic cities and in the studies of
the anthropology and archaeology of Puerto
Rico and the Caribbean.

His interest in the study of mankind and
how humans identify themselves with their
surroundings started at a very early age; as a
child he opened a small museum at his home
with pieces and little stones that he had col-
lected from the ground at his family farm.

He studied at the University of Puerto Rico,
and obtained a master in archaeology from
the University of Chicago and a Ph.D. in ar-
chaeology from Harvard. After his return to the
island, young Dr. Alegria went to Loiza and
Luquillo where he performed excavations that
uncovered evidence of our earliest inhabitants,

the arcaicos, and of the later Indians, the
igneris.

In 1955, Dr. Alegria became the director of
the Institute of Puerto Rican Culture. Under
his leadership, the institute enhanced the rec-
ognition of, strengthened, and promoted Puer-
to Rican culture as a heritage with Indian, Afri-
can, and Spaniard influences, as well as its
own folklore traditions. For his willingness to
engage in the enormous task of investigating
and compilating historical data on Puerto Rico
and for the resurgence of the popular arts we
owe him a great debt of gratitude.

Some of his published works include the
History of Our Indians (‘‘Historia de Nuestros
Indios’’), Folkloric Tales of Puerto Rico
(‘‘Cuentos Folklóricos de Puerto Rico’’), An-
thology: the Theme of Coffee in Puerto Rican
Literature (‘‘Antologı́a: El Tema Del Café en la
Literatura Puertoriqueña’’) and the magazine
published by the Institute of Puerto Rican Cul-
ture, (‘‘Revista del Instituto de Cultura
Puertorriqueña’’).

One of his most important accomplishments,
for which he received the Picasso Gold Medal
of the United Nations Educational, Scientific,
and Cultural Organization, is the restoration
and preservation of Puerto Rican historical
monuments. A very special award, the Pi-
casso Medal has only been awarded to Dr.
Alegria and to the historical village of Paris.
Among the historical monuments that were re-
stored under Dr. Alegria’s supervision were
the Indian Ceremonial Center, the Church of
Porta Coeli, and the capital of Puerto Rico,
Old San Juan, which is now a jewel among
the historic sites of the Americas.

Dr. Alegria is internationally renown as an
eminence in the restoration of historic cities,
as well as for his patronage of the arts. From
directing the Center of Advanced Studies in
Puerto Rico and the Caribbean, and founding
the Center of Archaeological and Ethnological
Investigations of the University of Puerto Rico,
to the reorganization of a great number of mu-
seums in Puerto Rico, Dr. Alegria has left a
legacy of devotion and dedication to the in-
struction and preservation of the Puerto Rican
culture.

Among other honors, Dr. Alegria received
the Medal of Isabel La Católica, awarded by
the Spanish Government and the Medal of the
Fifth Centenary of the Discovery of America
and Puerto Rico, bestowed by the Puerto
Rican Government.

The Puerto Rican people and the Puerto
Rican community, here in the United States
and all over the world are in debt to Dr.
Alegria for his outstanding contributions to the
study, celebration, and promotion of our cul-
ture and history. In my congressional district of
the South Bronx, and in all of New York City,
as well as, throughout the Americas, we are
all beneficiaries of his cultural heritage.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the great contributions of Dr.
Alegria, hero of the Puerto Rican culture.
f

TRIBUTE TO RICHARD A. BROWN

HON. THOMAS J. MANTON
OF NEW YORK
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Mr. MANTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Mr. Richard A. Brown honored
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